

2026-2027 Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc.
Application Deadline: August 31, 2026, by midnight EST 


MISSION
The mission of the Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc. is to prepare our youth through scholarships and educational support to make postsecondary success possible. 

PURPOSE 
The Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc. has been established in loving memory of Jeannette Strong Phillips. She was the daughter of the late Mr. Eddie Strong, Sr. & Mrs. Maisy Ratliff Strong. She was a dedicated, faithful, and strong woman of God, a loving sister, a loving aunt, a loving wife, a loving mother, and a loving grandmother. She will always be remembered for helping others despite dealing with her struggles. She passed away on November 24, 2003.
 
VISION
Our vision is to be the regionally recognized leader in providing private scholarships and other financial support in making the completion of education beyond high school a reality for students in the states of Maryland, North Carolina, and Virginia. It is the belief of the Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc. that every student deserves an opportunity to go to college.

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
The Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc. Committee will award scholarships annually. The scholarships are awarded based on the availability of funds and qualifying criteria determined by the Committee. Selection criteria for all scholarships include, but are not limited to, the following: academic accomplishments, community service, leadership potential, letters of reference and support, a personal essay, and demonstrated financial need. 

Scholarships are awarded for one year of academic study. Awardees shall not assume they are eligible for renewal or additional scholarships from the Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc., although they would be eligible to apply in subsequent years. Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship pays scholarship funds directly to students in two or three payments dependent upon whether the college or university is on a semester or quarter basis.  The second, and if applicable the third, payment is contingent on maintaining a 3.0 (or above) GPA the previous semester or quarter.  Upon receipt of grades from the previous semester/quarter, the awardee will submit them to the Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc. Committee to ensure the 3.0 or above GPA is maintained.

The Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc., awards scholarships without regard to race, age, creed, religion, disability, ethnicity, gender or sexual orientation.

  
1. DEADLINE for scholarship applications is August 31, 2026, at 12:00 (midnight) EST.  Scholarship amounts are $500.00 (dispersed in two equal payments) for the entire 2026 - 2027 academic year beginning the Fall 2026. 
2. Incomplete applications will not be considered. Refer to the application below for a list of the supporting documents needed.  
3. Award notifications will be done via email and letter by October 1, 2026.
4. If you have any questions about the application, please call, or email the following individuals:   

Andrea E. McDowell, CEO & Founder at amcdowelljspsf@gmail.com, or by phone @ 540-717-6634
Darlene Brooks, Administrator at dbrooksjspsf@gmail.com or by phone @ 410-499-8081

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
· Applicant must have residence in the states of Maryland, North Carolina, or Virginia. 
· Applicant must be accepted as a full time (12 credit hours or more) student at a college or University Program during the 2026 - 2027 academic year.
· Scholarship are awarded to students attending the same college or university for the entire academic year. 
· Applicants must demonstrate financial need for scholarship assistance. 
· Student must have applied for the 2026 - 2027 school Federal Student Aid Application (FAFSA).
· Student must submit a copy of their 2026 - 2027 school year Student Aid Report (SAR).
	
TIME LINE
· Complete scholarship applications are due August 31, 2026, by 12:00 (midnight) EST and emailed to one of the following: amcdowelljspsf@gmail.com  or dbrooksjspsf@gmail.com. Send with return receipt.  An email reply will be sent to applicants to verify that the application was received.
· Award notifications will be sent by email by October 1, 2026. 
· Scholarship recipients will receive their 2nd scholarship awards only after their grades  
      from the previous semester have been received by December 31, 2026.

APPLICATION SUBMITTALS 

ALL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS MUST PROVIDE:
1. A completed and signed Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship application. 
1. Proof of residence in the State of Maryland, North Carolina, or Virginia.
1. Official high school or college transcript in a sealed envelope from the institution. 
1. Two academic letters of references (e.g., from a guidance counselor, teacher, school administrator or professor). 
1. A letter of support from an employer or other community member.
1. Proof of acceptance/enrollment at an academic, community college or university for the academic year the applicant is applying.
1. Demonstrated financial need for college attendance. 


2026 - 2027 Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Application
2153 Mallard Lane
Locust Grove, Virginia 22508

Application must be typed and filled out by the applicant. Type N/A if a question does not apply to you.


	                             
Please type your answers below.

	
1
	
Last Name:
	
First Name:

	

2
	Mailing Address:
                          Street:  _______________________________________________________
                        
                          City:                                         State:                                ZIP:

	
3
	
Daytime Telephone Number:  (          )      

 Email address:________________________________________

	
4
	
Current high school or college/university: 
	Anticipated high school or college/university graduation date:


	
5
	
I will be attending the following university or college: ________________________________ starting on (Date) :  ___________________________________

University or College Address/ Phone/Website:



	
6
	
What year will you enter school?   □ Freshman      □  Sophomore        □  Junior      □ Senior

	
7
	
Will you be a full time student?    Yes            No  (Specify # of credit hours: _____)


	

8
	
Will you be living on campus?  Yes            No  
If you are not living on campus, will you be commuting?  Yes            No  


	 
9
	
Current Grade Point Average (GPA): __________    (On a 4.0 scale)  

As proof of GPA, submit your most recent official high school or college/university transcript.  

	
10
	
For entering freshmen: 

ACT Score:____  Or  SAT Score: _______ A copy of your ACT or SAT score sheet is required.

	



11
	
Name & address of parent(s) or legal guardian(s):   ___________________________________________________________________________
Street:  ______________________ City:_____________  State: ______ Zip Code:_________

Phone number of parents or legal guardians: _______________________________________  

	

12
	
List the name of any college/university you have attended. 
	
Year
Began
	
Year 
Ended     
	
Year 
Graduated

	
Type of Degree
Received 


	
	A.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	B.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	C.
	
	
	
	
	

	
13
	
What is your planned specialty/major as you continue your education?


	
14
	List expenses you expect to incur per semester or quarter:   (Approximate figures acceptable)    Make additional comments if needed.                            

	
	A.
	Tuition:                    Amount:  $ 

	
	B.
	Books:                     Amount:  $

	
	C.
	Room & Board:      Amount:  $

	
	D.
	Other expenses:      Amount:  $                                             

	
	E.
	Other expenses:      Amount:  $         


	
15
	
List other financial assistance you will receive per semester or quarter:       


	
	A.
	Personal:                                    Amount:  $

	
	B.
	Other Scholarship(s):                 Amount:  $                                      

	
	C.
	Grants:                                       Amount:  $                                                               

	
	C.
	Student Loan(s):                        Amount:  $                                                               

	
	D.
	Other Financial Resources:       Amount:  $                                                              


	
	




	
16
	
AREA OF STUDY: Why are you studying this field of study?  (200 words or less)

	
17
	
ORGANIZATIONS: Please list community organizations such as service, volunteer and religious organizations in which you are now active or have previously been active. .

	
18
	
RECOGNITIONS: Please list awards and recognitions received.  Note organizations presenting honor, reason for award, and date.


	
19
	
GOALS:  What are your personal short and long term goals? (200 words or less)

	
20
	
NEED:  Please explain your financial need for the Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship. (200 words or less)

	
21
	
 CAREER PLANS: What are your career plans and what would you like to be doing in 5 years?  (300 words).


	

22
	The following items must be attached to this application in order for the application to be deemed complete.  Your application will not be reviewed if these items are not attached to this application.   (No exceptions.)  Circle or check “YES” or “NO” to be sure you have attached each item as required.

	
	
YES
	
NO
	
Two academic letters of reference and one community letter of reference. 
  Attach your references to the application form.  

	
	
YES
	
NO
	
Proof of college/university acceptance or current student enrollment.   A letter of college/university acceptance is required for receipt of funds.

	
	
YES
	
NO
	
Most recent official high school (for freshman applicants) or official college/university transcript (for all others). Photocopies of your transcript are not acceptable. 

	
	
YES
	
NO
	
Proof of permanent residence in the States of Maryland, North Carolina, or Virginia.

	
	
YES 
	
NO
	
Copy of Student Aid Report.

	
	
YES
	
NO
	
Answers to questions 1-21

	
	
YES
	
NO
	
200 Word Career Plan Essay 


												

STATEMENT OF ACCURACY

I hereby affirm that all the above stated information provided by me to the Jeannette Strong Scholarship Fund Committee is true, correct and without forgery.  I also consent to submit a photograph for such purposes deemed necessary to promote the Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc., Scholarship Program if I am awarded.

I hereby understand that if chosen as a scholarship awardee, according to the Jeannette Strong Phillips Scholarship Fund, Incorporated scholarship policy, I must provide evidence of enrollment/registration at the post-secondary institution of my choice before scholarship funds are awarded.



Signature of scholarship applicant: ______________________________Date:_____________

Witness________________________________________Date:________________________	




The deadline for receipt of this application is
 August 31, 2026, by midnight EST.    




Please Contact the following:

Andrea E. McDowell, CEO & Founder at amcdowelljspsf@gmail.com, or by phone @ 540-717-6634

Darlene Brooks, Administrator at dbrooksjspsf@gmail.com or by phone @ 410-499-8081
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